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By Abraham Rodriguez
@A_Rodriguezzz
She’s changed 13 tires on dozens of 
trips and spent over 20 years studying the 
phenomena. When researchers out of Scripps 
Institute of Oceanography in Southern 
California asked Paula Messina, Ph.D. for 
help, she took one more spontaneous trip to 
Racetrack Playa.
Located in Death Valley, Racetrack Playa is 
a dry lake bed that hosts water only after heavy 
rainfall. It’s also home to one of geology’s most 
intriguing phenomena — sailing stones.
The stones move mysteriously without 
human force, leaving trails across the playa.
It’s a mystery Messina has been studying 
her entire career. Her expertise was called 
on by NPR’s Christopher Joyce in an Aug. 28 
segment which aired following the publication 
on web-based science journal PLOSOne.org.
In the journal, researchers Richard and 
James Norris said they observed the boulders 
sail during a winter 2013 trip to the playa. They 
attribute the movement to a combination of 
floating ice sheets propelled by gusts of wind 
on ponds of water.
The two researchers from Scripps Institute 
of Oceanography asked for Messina’s help. 
During the trip, she actually witnessed the 
rocks moving, sliding across the floor through 
thin panes of ice.
“Just from having been there when they 
were moving, I heard the water. It sounded 
like a river almost. It was really bizarre,” 
Messina said.
Messina, who was accompanied by 
biology professor Stephanie Trewhitt, then 
worked on generating a solid data set from 
the GPS mapping conducted during their 
spring break trip.
“We just had to take the satellite image 
of the Racetrack Playa in Death Valley 
and we overlayed the path of the rocks,” 
said Sarah Overton, a graduate student 
and former student of Messina’s. Overton 
previously worked on another data set in 
2012.
Many of her former students worked 
with Messina to compile sufficient data to 
map out the stone’s trajectories.
“You could see how they just changed 
direction suddenly and they don’t all follow 
the same path,” Overton said. “That was 
what was so enigmatic about it.”
Twenty-three-year-old Erik Nilsson, an 
SJSU alumnus studying in Lulea University 
in Sweden for environmental geosciences, 
said in a Skype call  his Geology 137 class 
was given a final project to analyze and 
compile meta data collected by Messina and 
Trewhitt in their spring trip to the playa.
The class was split into groups and given 
a week to finish the project, and they would 
be added as co-authors to 
Messina’s paper.
“For a scientist, that’s kind 
of like having your article on 
the New York Times. It’s huge. 
It’s the first thing my name is going on,” 
Nilsson said.
Still, even with the published PLOSOne 
paper being lauded as the “nail in the 
coffin,” agreement within the geological 
community isn’t widely accepted.
“It has been shown that when the 
playa gets really, really wet, there is 
cyanobacteria that grows during the wet 
times,” Trewhitt said. “It creates a very 
slippery surface.”
Messina said she doesn’t feel like Norris’ 
paper explains the phenomena fully.
“We know that there’s something living 
that’s dormant over a decade. However, 
often it rains is however frequently this 
cyanobacteria gets to blossom,” said 
Messina. “It’s a huge factor.”
Messina said in 1996 she was permitted 
by park services to bring back a piece of the 
playa back with her. She watered the chunk 
of playa and saw algae bloom with a bit of 
sunlight.
“I brought it home with me, and I wet it 
and just left it in a container by a window. 
In three or four days it started turning 
green,” she said.
Messina is looking at a study conducted in 
Spain where another playa and sailing rock 
formation move similarly with lubricant 
provided by the bacterial algae.
“That’s what is happening in Spain, and 
I think it’s happening at the Racetrack too,” 
Messina said.
Messina said her next paper will attribute 
the rock’s motion to a combination of 
ice, water and the cyanobacteria’s algae 
providing the lubricant. She said it should be 
published within a year.
The paper will contain over 10 co-
authors, including former students such as 
Nilsson, who helped compile information on 
the rock’s path.
Abraham Rodriguez is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
By Wes Moots
@Stevewes
California awaits the decision 
of Governor Jerry Brown after 
the California State Senate 
passed California Senate Bill 270 
containing the statewide ban of 
plastic bags. If Brown signs this 
law it would be the first statewide 
ban of its kind in the country.
The bill, SB 270, comes into 
effect on July 1, 2015. It requires 
pharmacies and grocery stores 
to no longer make single-
use plastic bags available to 
customers according to the 
Official California Legislative 
Information website.
Stores would be allowed to 
offer recycled paper bags for a 
minimum of 10 cents per bag in 
hopes of encouraging the public 
to use reusable bags instead.
Sophomore political science 
major Kathy Tran is a born and 
raised San Jose resident that now 
uses reusable canvas bags.
If she forgets her reusable bags 
she doesn’t worry about paying 
the 10 cents.
“I think it’s a good incentive to 
ban them [the plastic bags],” Tran 
said. “I mean, [it’s] 10 cents. It’s 
not like a quarter or anything, 
that would be ridiculous.”
Any profit from these charges 
would be kept by the stores, but 
the stores would need to retrain 
their current staff in order 
to remain eligible for these 
benefits.
SB 270 was introduced 
by California State Senators 
Senators Padilla (D-California), 
De León (D-California) and Lara 
(D-California).
The California Senate voted 
22-15 for the bill on Aug. 29 after 
the State Assembly passed the 
bill on Aug. 28.
San Jose banned plastic bags in 
January 2012 and two years later, 
many have adjusted either by 
paying for paper bags or bringing 
their own.
Senior design studies 
major Britinee Marshall isn’t 
upset about the bag ban, but 
it has caused her family some 
additional costs.
“We recycled the plastic bags 
for garbage in the bathroom and 
the kitchen, but now we have 
to buy the bags which isn’t that 
much of a damper,” Marshall 
said.
Located just outside San Jose, 
many students from Santa Clara 
University and SJSU choose to 
use the Alameda Safeway for the 
availability of free plastic bags.
For shopper John Nelson the 
ban is disappointing but also 
hopeful. Nelson enjoys reusing 
the plastic bags he receives from 
buying his groceries at Safeway 
in Santa Clara.
“I recycle my plastic bags for 
all sorts of things. Cleaning the 
cat box, garbage bags for my car 
and they make a great way to 
stash wet clothing and towels 
after going to the beach,” Nelson 
said.
Reusable bags can be found 
in a range of materials from 
thicker plastic to nylon, canvas 
and denim. While these can work 
as an alternative to the soon-to-
be-banned plastic bags, there are 
concerns about their hygienic 
nature.
A Loma Linda University 
study found reusable bags used 
to carry raw meats and unwashed 
vegetables tested positive for 
salmonella and E. coli. When 
these bags are left in hot, enclosed 
environments such as a car’s 
trunk,  the bacteria can grow at a 
rapid rate.
“Canvas bags are great ... I 
just treat them like laundry and 
throw them in the hamper after I 
bring home meat or veggies from 
farmer’s markets,” Nelson said.
While the passing or failing 
of this bill may not make much 
of a splash on cities like San 
Jose, San Francisco and Oakland 
whichalready have bans, it could 
be a sign of environmentally 
focused changes to come for the 
rest of California.
Wes Moots is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
#SJSUSTATEBAGBAN
Photo Courtesy of Discovery
Seeking skating stones’ secret
IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE
CALIFORNIA STATE
BAG
BAN
Single-use plastic bags are not currently 
banned in these Santa Clara County cities:
Gilroy
Los Altos Hills
Milpitas
Santa Clara
Saratoga
After July 1st, 2015, single-use plastic 
bags will be banned state-wide.
What does this mean for 
STUDENTS?
If you live ON
CAMPUS
or in a bag-ban city
If you live OFF
CAMPUS
in a non-ban city
NOW NOW
10
cents
per bag
FREE
bags
10
cents
per bag
JULY 1
Information provided by the Surfrider Foundation
Infographic by Jonathan Marinaro | Spartan Daily
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By Sonya Herrera 
@Sonya_M_Herrera
Four students and three staff members sit in a first floor 
room in Clark Hall and discuss ideas from the United States 
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor’s recent memoir, 
“My Beloved World.”
This was the first meeting of San Jose State’s campus read-
ing discussion group on Thursday, Aug. 28.
Half of the students, such as Justice Sotomayor, are first-
generation college students, corroborating the claim that such 
discussions “help members of a campus community connect.”
SJSU’s Campus Reading Program holds campus-wide 
book discussions since Professor Annette Nellen intro-
duced it in 2005. Each year, a committee of students, staff 
and faculty selects a recently published, best-selling book 
for students to read and discuss in meetings held at various 
times throughout the Fall.
This year’s book selection is particularly relevant to the 
campus since the author, Supreme Court Justice Sonia Soto-
mayor, will visit San Jose State on Oct. 20.
Selections from previous years include Barbara Ehren-
reich’s “Nickel and Dimed,” Khaled Hosseini’s “The Kite 
Runner” and Blaine Harden’s “Escape from Camp 14.”
Scot Guenter, program director and humanities profes-
sor, said in order for a book to be considered, it must be ex-
citing to read, challenge thinking and convince the reader 
to see the world in different ways.
“Every year, we want to pick a book that’s sort of different 
from books from previous years,” said Guenter, adding that 
President Mohammad Qayoumi gives each incoming fresh-
man a copy of the selected book during summer orientation.
“The practice of having a campus reading program has 
spread across many of the better universities in the country 
in the last decade,” Guenter said.
Guenter said he’s glad to have support from the communica-
tion studies and Mexican-American studies departments this 
year, which have integrated 
Sotomayor’s book into their 
syllabi.
The discussion meetings 
are open to all students, in-
cluding those who have yet 
to read the book. 
None of the students at-
tending the Aug. 28 meeting 
read “My Beloved World,” so 
discussion leaders Gina Marin 
and Toby Matoush asked 
questions related to the book’s 
ideas and themes instead.
Discussion topics included 
affirmative action, racial 
discrimination, the value of 
mentorship and how one’s mi-
nority status can affect one’s 
experience in work and school.
Sophomore biochemistry 
major, Christelle Aldea said 
she found it very easy to re-
late to Sotomayor’s story.
“Being an immigrant, 
and then not having English 
as your primary language, 
helps me feel inspired to be 
like her,” Aldea said.
Ronnie Chan, a biochemistry major,  said it was his first 
time attending a book discussion.
“I thought it was pretty interesting learning how it works 
and being able to learn a little, even though I haven’t really 
read (the book) yet,” Chan said.
“From this discussion, I am more interested in reading 
the book now,” Chan said.
Each attendee received a raffle ticket for prizes including book 
selections from prior years, such as Sherman Alexie’s “The Abso-
lutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian,” and this year’s runners-
up, such as Ivan Doig’s “The Whistling Season.”
Next week’s discussion will be on Wednesday, Sept. 17 from 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall Room 100H.
United States Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor will 
speak at the Student Union on Oct. 20 at 4 p.m.
Sonya Herrera is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
Wednesday Sept. 17 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
Thursday Sept. 25 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Wednesday Oct. 1 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Thursday Oct. 9 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Wednesday Oct. 15 12 p.m. - 1p.m.
Monday Oct. 27 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Thursday Nov. 6 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
Wednesday Nov. 19 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Tuesday Dec. 2 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.
*Discussions are held in Clark Hall Room 100H.
Information compiled from SJSU Reading Program
Infographic by Jasmine Leyva and Patricia Lee
Campus Reading Program
Reading program opens new worlds to students, staff
#SJSUREADINGRAINBOW
FOLLOW US ON 
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@SPARTANDAILY
By Sonya Herrera 
@Sonya_M_Herrera
A bill regulating the use of kindergarten 
through high school students’ personal in-
formation passed by a unanimous vote in 
California’s State Senate on Aug. 26.
The Student Online Personal Information 
Protection Act (SOPIPA), or SB 1177, amends 
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act of 1974 to “ensure that student data han-
dled by private companies is protected.”
Under the threat of withholding funds, 
SB 1177 requires school districts to make 
sure  it has in place security procedures that 
will protect students’ personal information.
Such parties include operators of educa-
tional websites and companies managing 
school districts’ student records, including 
information on students’ academic perfor-
mance, behavior and physical location.
The bill also prohibits companies from 
selling students’ data and from using data 
to direct targeted advertising to students.
Stephen Kwan, 
associate inter-
im dean at San 
Jose State’s Lucas 
Graduate School of 
Business, special-
izes in informa-
tion systems and 
service science.
Kwan said the 
greatest question 
is who owns stu-
dents’ data.
“That’s a very 
big deal because 
some companies in 
the contract own 
the data, and not 
the school district 
or the children,” 
Kwan said.
He used the 
example of health 
care to illustrate 
how a companies’ 
ownership of per-
sonal information 
can be to consumers’ benefit.
“In many other cases similar to this, 
there’s always a big fight over who owns the 
data,” Kwan said.
Kwan noted while Kaiser doesn’t use this 
data for advertising or sell it to other com-
panies to advertise, insurers such as Blue 
Shield may not be restricted from doing so.
“I subscribe to Kaiser; Kaiser owns the 
data,” said Kwan. “I have access to it, because 
it’s related to me, but they can use my data to 
do medical research.”
According to Kwan, SB 1177 will likely 
benefit students by specifying what kind of 
behavior is prohibited to operators of edu-
cational websites and content management 
systems.
However, Kwan thinks consumers need 
to adopt a standard.
“The consumer - people actually buy-
ing this type of service - and the industry 
should get together and formulate some sort 
of standard,” Kwan said. “To set the mini-
mal level of behavior saying that ‘you won’t 
do this and you won’t do that.’” 
While SB 1177 passed unanimously in 
California’s State Senate, it faced some oppo-
sition in the technology industry. However, 
no industry representative was willing to go 
on the record stating opposition to the bill.
The Software & Information Industry 
Association released a statement that said 
“current laws provide for this safeguard-
ing of student privacy,” adding it will still 
“work with (its) member high-tech and edu-
cation service providers to support imple-
mentation.”
Kwan said 
such confusion 
is expected dur-
ing periods in 
which adequate 
industry stan-
dards have yet 
to be adopted.
“I think this 
is probably very 
similar to the 
rest of the tech-
nology indus-
try, in which in 
the beginning, 
there’s a lot of 
confusion and 
a lot of unscru-
pulous people 
trying to make 
money from it 
with no indus-
try standard,” 
Kwan said.
H o w e v e r , 
Kwan added 
things may not settle down completely until 
consumers insist on a standard for compa-
nies to obey.
“If the consumer says that ‘I will only buy 
things that have the following conditions,’ 
then the industry will follow,” Kwan said.
“Before that, the industry will sell what-
ever they want, and people will buy it,” said 
Kwan.
SB 1177 is currently awaiting Governor 
Brown’s signature.
Sonya Herrera is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
Bill to protect K-12 students’ 
privacy passes in legislature
#SJSUPRIVACY
I think this is probably 
very similar to the rest of 
the technology industry, 
in which in the beginning, 
there’s a lot of confusion 
and a lot of unscrupulous 
people trying to make 
money from it with no 
industry standard.
Stephen Kwan
associate interim dean at 
San Jose State’s Graduate 
School of Business
SB 1177 legislation steers away advertisers 
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By Vincent Vicini
@thebigvinnie
Most video game heroes are muscle-bound 
tanks, overpowering and more than capable of 
getting the job done.
Rogue Legacy, a 2-D action platform-
er from indie studio Cellar Door Games, 
delightfully strays from the formula and 
downright cripples your character by 
inflicting impairments.
Rogue Legacy was released on Steam in 2013, 
but has found a new home on all three PlayStation 
platforms.
You start the game as a low-level knight and 
your objective is to reclaim your father’s castle, 
now overrun by corruption and menacing mon-
sters.
On your first entry into the castle, you will get 
slaughtered.
You will die A LOT.
The punishment is not without reward 
though.
As you explore the procedure-generated castle 
and eventually travel into deeper sections includ-
ing a misty forest, a dank dungeon and stale cav-
erns below, you will collect treasures, weapons 
and other relics littered throughout each area.
Inevitably, you will die, but with each death 
three heirs are born, and you will choose one of 
these descendants to take on the castle.
The true charm of this game comes 
with each heir having some sort of trait or 
impairment.
Some of these traits will benefit your charac-
ter.
Gigantism, for example, makes your on-
screen entity twice as large and increases his at-
tack range.
Peripheral arterial disease, a terrible afflic-
tion in reality, here means no foot pulse and your 
hero won’t activate spiked-floor traps, a major ob-
stacle in the game.
Some traits hinder the hero.
Vertigo, for instance, turns the game upside 
down.
Nearsightedness makes almost everything 
outside of the tiny area surrounding your charac-
ter a blurry mess.
Glaucoma causes all surrounding 
areas to be shrouded in darkness.
The truly wonderful traits, however, are the 
ones that are merely here for laughs.
Chose a colorblind hero?
You’ll be playing in black and white.
Does your hero suffer from irritable bowel 
syndrome?
Plug your nose; he’s gassy and won’t stop fart-
ing.
Does your character feel nostalgic?
She’ll see the world through sepia tinted pu-
pils.
Is your character gay?
Almost certainly to prove a point this appro-
priately has no effect on the hero’s stats.
Like family heirlooms, all gold, weapons and 
armor obtained by your predecessor are passed 
down to the new generation.
Once you’ve selected a descendant, you’ll get 
to spend all the hard-earned money your ances-
tor found in the previous round to purchase up-
grades on a constantly expanding skill tree that 
make your character stronger.
Spend money wisely on your upgrades be-
cause any leftover funds you have will be donated 
to a greedy demon guarding the castle entrance.
Theoretically, after purchasing upgrades 
and equipping your hero with new armor and 
weapons, you should be able to advance further 
into the castle with each round.
Therein lies the brilliance of Rogue Legacy: 
an impeccable sense of progression through 
repetition.
With each death came an undeniable urge to 
jump back into the castle for one more round to 
test your prowess.
No two rounds are ever the same as the lay-
out is always changing and even though the core 
gameplay never changes and you revisit the same 
locations repeatedly, these roguelike elements 
keep the game fresh.
Whether you’ve got five minutes to spare or 
five hours of free time, Rogue Legacy offers an 
addictive and clever gameplay experience that 
should not be overlooked.
Vincent Vicini is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
Always good heir day in ‘Rogue Legacy’
#SJSUROGUELEGACYREVIEW
Second annual C2SV festival to spotlight San Jose music, technology
By Vincent Vicini
@thebigvinnie
The annual Creative Convergence Sili-
con Valley, a celebration combining Silicon 
Valley-based music and technology, will 
return to San Jose Sept. 11-14.
The convention, also known as C2SV, is 
inspired by and modeled after music festi-
vals like South by Southwest in Texas.
Like South by Southwest, C2SV is de-
signed to highlight the unique culture of its 
host city.
The Metro Publishing event aims to re-
juvenate the creative energy of San Jose ac-
cording to the company’s event coordinator, 
Christina Valentine.
Dan Pulcrano, the creator of the festival, 
said that creative energy is what made San 
Jose famous for its technological innovation 
and this also gives it a culture rich in art and 
music.
Pulcrano said this event, like many Sili-
con Valley success stories, started small.
“C2SV is a grassroots, homegrown event 
celebrating our musical and technological 
creativity,” Pulcrano said in a press release.
In keeping with that grassroots spirit 
and being accessible to everyone in the com-
munity, all events will be free of charge.
In 2013, C2SV was held at the San Jose 
Convention Center.
 This year, the festival will take place at 
various venues around the downtown area.
According to Valentine, San Jose is a 
prime location for the event because it’s the 
hub of technology and music.
Valentine said they want to remind 
people San Jose is home to many significant 
artists, not just tech companies.
“We wanted to bring back the art, mu-
sic and creativity to San Jose and highlight 
what we have to offer here,” Valentine said, 
promising that more than 65 bands will be 
performing, including “Santana” tribute 
band “Caravanserai” and national headliner 
“Fishbone.”
The event won’t ignore the impact tech-
nology has on San Jose culture though, Val-
entine added.
She said the speakers they have sched-
uled will be discussing important, fun and 
offbeat topics each night.
According to Valentine, the celebration 
begins on Sept. 11 at the ZERO1 Garage in 
Downtown San Jose. 
It will be kicked off by a speech by WIRED 
Magazine’s Adam Rodgers, who will be 
speaking about his new book “PROOF: The 
Science of Booze.”
On Sept. 11 PandoDaily writer Yasha 
Levine, who has just returned from spend-
ing the summer in Ukraine, will discuss 
his research about private tech compa-
nies that are collecting vast amounts of 
personal information and what those 
companies could do with all that data.
On Sept. 12 Vivek Wadhwa, who recently 
wrote in a Wall Street Journal article that 
“the percentage of women in engineering 
jobs is embarrassingly low,” will make a 
speech directed at the tech industry to end 
its sexism.
Musical festivities will begin on Sept.12 
with Café Stritch hosting a Local Music 
Showcase with “Darto”, “Dinners” and 
“Plume” slated to perform.
Chacho’s, a downtown taqueria, will 
host Latin Music Showcase on Saturday.
The SoFA Street Fair will cap off the 
celebration on Sunday, Sept. 14 at noon with 
bands of all genres performing along the 
downtown blocks of South First Street.
Initially, the show was set to begin on Sept. 
10, but Valentine said the Wednesday start 
date was trimmed to keep the event more fo-
cused  on the weekend.
For more information and performance 
times, visit c2sv.com.
Vincent Vicini is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
C2SV Event Schedule
Thursday
September 11
Tech
Proof: The Science of 
Booze
With author Adam Rogers @ 4:30
Surveillance Valley
With journalist Yasha Levine @ 
5-6 
Friday
September 12
Tech
Innovating Women: The Changing 
Face of 
Technology
With Vivek Wadhwa @ 4-5
Local Music 
Showcase
Featuring Darto, Dinners and 
Plume @ 9
Latin Music 
Showcase
Featuring Ruckatan @ 8
Saturday
September 13
Local Music 
Showcase
Featuring No Maps and 
Breathing Patterns @ 
Sunday
September 14
SoFA Street Fair
Featuring 50+ Groups and ca-
tered by SoFA Food Trucks @ 12
Events occur at ZERO1 Garage, Cafe Stritch and Chacho’s.
Photo Courtesy of Rogue Legacy
A heroic heir plods through the castle toward almost certain death hoping he, unlike 
his predecessors, will survive the epic quest.
Infographic by Philip Beadle
#SJC2SV
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#SJSUMADDENREVIEW
By Tommy McCormick
@tommymccormick_
It’s Madden season again for football 
fans and the on-the-field action is more ex-
citing than ever with tons of new gameplay 
mechanics introduced.
While Madden 25 seemed like a letdown 
to a large part of the player base, this year’s 
Madden feels like a fresh start to the series.
One cool and new visual feature is the 
player introduction system.
When you take the field with your of-
fense for the first drive of the game with 
your beloved 49ers, the game shows quar-
terback Colin Kaepernick throwing a bomb 
on the run with video footage from last sea-
son.
On top of that, most (if not all) of the 
players actually look like the players they 
represent in real life, which is a must in 
next-gen sports games.
But the most important changes in this 
year’s Madden take place on the field.
New tackling mechanics, the pre-play 
matchup stick and the ability to change 
camera angles before each play with the 
D-pad, allow you to take full control of your 
favorite team during the action.
While new defensive mechanics may 
seem intimidating, you can head into a sin-
gle-player mode called the “skills trainer” 
to hone your abilities with the new mechan-
ics and master your gameplay.
Long gone are the days of simply run-
ning your defensive player into the ball car-
rier to make the tackle.
The newly improved tackling system 
allows you to take full control of the way 
you make the play by using the square 
or cross button to make an aggressive or 
conservative tackle.
Don’t worry, the hit-stick is still there, 
but using it feels more risky than ever.
Using your newly acquired tackling 
mechanics, you can make a sure tackle by 
pressing the cross button when within a few 
yards of the ball carrier.
A defensive player tackling cone shows 
you when you need to make a tackle or when 
you are too far.
The new matchup stick provides the op-
portunity to review the individual match-
ups of your offensive players compared to 
the defensive players they line up against 
for the play.
Let’s say you have wide receiver Calvin 
Johnson going up against a smaller corner-
back.
When you are lined up before the snap, 
you can use the matchup stick to review the 
advantageous stats that Johnson has over 
his matchup, including height, speed and 
route running.
This helps offensive players feel more 
like a field general but with the ability to 
find the best matchup for each play as if you 
are Peyton Manning himself.
Another huge change this year is the 
ability to change your camera angle during 
the pre-snap of any given play.
It is not mandatory, as they still have the 
standard camera angle for those who feel 
more comfortable with it, but the options 
are seemingly endless now.
Using the D-pad, you can zoom in or out 
from the quarterback position, allowing 
you to be right behind the shoulders of your 
player on a run play or show you the entire 
field for a pass play.
Defensively, this feels more impressive.
You can zoom into your pass-rusher so 
you can have a view facing the quarterback, 
just like they used to have in the old Mad-
den Superstar Mode.
While it might take some time to adjust 
to the angle, it feels much more rewarding 
to sack someone like Russell Wilson when 
you’re staring him down the whole play.
You can even go with a zoomed out side-
line view for those who like to feel like you 
are watching the game on Sunday.
Overall, Madden 15 feels like a huge step 
in the right direction.
Tommy McCormick is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
Madden 15 revamps virtual 
football gaming experience
Image courtesy of EA 
A near-identical avatar of the Browns’ rookie quarterback Johnny Manziel scrambles away from defending Texans looking to lay a 
hit stick on the ballcarrier.
When you take the 
fi eld with your offense 
for the fi rst drive of the 
game with your beloved 
49ers, the game shows 
quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick throwing a 
bomb on the run with 
video footage from last 
season.
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Disclaimer
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertise below nor is there anyguarantee implied. The classified columns 
of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisemnets in 
these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be 
reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending money for goods or der-
vices. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Sudoku  Puzzle 
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 
box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively
Crossword Puzzle
Previous solutions
ACROSS
1 Fiery gem
 5 Naval-academy freshman
 10 File folder appendages
 14 Looking healthy
 15 Mead  
study site
 16 Ruler’s inch, e.g.
 17 In a gradual, reliable fashion
 20 Battlefield VIP
 21 Nonwoody vegetation
 22 What we have here
 25 Wounds with a tusk or horn
 26 Make more suitable
 30 Causes  
of some night frights
 33 Carnation site
 34 Bluefin,  
for one
 35 Like jazz cats
 38 “There’s no deadline”
 42 Crossed letter
 43 With  
the bow,  
musically
 44 Air anew
 45 Bee’s place?
 47 Oliver Twist, for one
 48 Monkeyed around (with)
 51 Bar staple
 53 Slow  
musical pieces
 56 Labor  
organizer’s cry
 60 Cinematographer’s place, 
sometimes
 64 Canadian-dollar image
 65 It’s as sure as taxes
 66 Bodily distress
 67 “Dukes of Hazzard” spin-off
 68 Spread,  
as fingers
 69 Arctic dog’s burden
DOWN
 ́1 Exclamations of excitement
 2 It’s always on hand?
 3 Plant used in lotions
 4 Salacious
 5 Behavioral scientist’s major, 
briefly
 6 Science class  
feature
 7 Aboriginal food source
 8 This one and that one
 9 State of relaxation
 10 Certain engines
 11 Keep ___ to the ground (listen)
 12 Unwelcome water on  
a ship
 13 Eyelid  
maladies
 18 Wee
 19 Craving
 23 Student  
in practical training
 24 Reporter’s informants
 26 Reached ground
 27 Letter’s number
 28 Far  
end of  
a church
 29 Place for  
a pig
 31 Counting everything
 32 ___ Paulo, Brazil
 35 Detriment
 36 Holder  
of notions
 37 Philadelphia founder
 39 Covered vehicle
 40 Princess Leia’s last name
 41 Land for livestock
 45 Sets sail
 46 Jupiter’s Norse  
counterpart
 48 Poker player’s spot
 49 Cinema name
 50 Brutish person
 52 Noble realm
 54 Lotto info
 55 A way up
 57 Urchins
 58 River duck
 59 Huron neighbor
 61 Holbrook  
or Prince
 62 Sweater letter
 63 So-so  
center?
FOLLOW 
us on 
Twitter
@spartandaily
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The prevalence of sexual assaults on Califor-
nia university campuses are a recurring issue.
The state has cleared a bill in an effort to 
curve occurrences by redefining consensual 
sexual activity.
The bill, SB-967, states consent equates to a 
clear “yes” as opposed to the mere lack of resis-
tance, silence or consent given while under the 
influence of alcohol, drugs or medication.
The bill requires California colleges to adopt 
a student conduct policy stating there must be 
“affirmative, conscious and voluntary agree-
ment to engage in sexual activity.”
The bill, written by California Senators Kevin De Leon and 
Hannah-Beth Jackson, states in order to receive state funds for 
student aid, governing boards of public 
institutions in the state must adopt this 
policy as well as prevention and outreach 
programs regarding sexual assault, domes-
tic violence and stalking.
Although it’s a relief that sexual as-
sault problems on university campuses 
are being addressed, I find it troublesome it’s taken this 
long to introduce such a policy.
It’s also troubling universities are implementing this policy 
as a means to acquire money.
Universities should implement this policy with the inten-
tion to provide help to students, not merely because the state is 
giving them no other choice in order to get financial aid.
I applaud the California State Senate for making a direct 
effort to combat assaults from occurring at the rampant rate 
that they have been on college campuses, but I can’t 
help but ask myself, “will this make a difference?”
The issue of campus assaults has long gone unre-
solved for a myriad of reasons ranging from universi-
ties attempting to maintain a positive reputation, 
unreliable internal investigations, a lack of criminal 
investigations and unfortunately victims feeling 
ashamed to come forward.
We live in a society where the victim may be judged 
for having a little bit too much to drink at the time of 
the assault and therefore is deserving of the attack.
This reasoning is severely flawed and it demon-
strates a lack of respect for women and a need for a 
change of thinking in how these cases are handled.
It’s sad there even has to be a bill passed to ensure victims 
have something to substantiate their 
claim of being sexually assaulted.
Although passing this bill certainly 
sparks a discussion regarding consent, 
it does not offer any reasonable ways 
sexual assault may be prevented.
There must be more focus on teaching 
men taking advantage of women is not acceptable.
We live in a society where some women have turned to wearing 
special nail polish that changes colors when dipped into beverages 
tainted with date rape drugs, but we’re not taking steps to prevent 
men from drugging women.
Women shouldn’t have to take these steps in order to be safe.
James Madison University, UCLA and Occidental Col-
lege, to name a few, have all encountered rape scandals over 
the past couple of years and have one thing in common: 
they all mishandled sexual assault cases.
One Occidental College sexual abuse assailant was allowed 
to stay on campus and merely write an apology letter after 
sexually assaulting more than one woman.
Why sexual predators are able to walk amongst the very 
group they prey upon is beyond me.
It appears as if colleges are more concerned with maintain-
ing the prestige of their university than maintaining the 
safety of their students.
Wouldn’t it make more sense to establish harsher punish-
ments for predators instead of merely slapping them on the wrist?
When universities let the perpetrator off with a laughable 
punishment, they are essentially telling them it’s okay to commit 
sex crimes as long as they can write a letter of apology.
As of this month, the Department of Education’s Office 
for Civil Rights and 76 colleges in the country are facing 
lawsuits for violating Title IX, the law that requires colleges 
to investigate sexual assault reports.
In California, USC, UC Berkeley, UCLA and Occidental 
College are currently under investigation for violating Title IX.
SB-967 would require training programs for campus ad-
ministrators tasked with investigating sexual assaults so that 
they may be better armed to make resolutions.
However, with California’s embarrassing history of sexual 
assault investigations, I don’t have high expectations for results.
Although SB-967 is definitely a step in the right direction, 
it is the California universities’ responsibility to actually 
enforce this policy change.
As a woman and a human, I want to assure that my safety 
is worth more than the reputation of a college.
 Lauren Hernandez is a Spartan Daily staff writer. 
Follow Lauren 
Hernandez on 
Twitter 
@LaurenPorFavor
“Yes means yes” law is only the fi rst step for 
combatting sexual assaults on Calif. campuses
There must be 
more focus on 
teaching men taking 
advantage of women 
is not acceptable.
Tweet us your opinion on 
the featured articles!
@spartandaily
Celebrities are humans too and the reality is — 
they also take nudes.
Nude photos recently leaked on the internet 
of celebrities such as Jennifer Lawrence, Mary 
Elizabeth Winstead, and Ariana Grande (who 
denies the allegations that the leaked nudes are 
of her), were uploaded on forum 4chan and are 
circulating on social media outlets.
According to E! Online, Lawrence and Winstead 
both admitted the photos leaked were of them. 
The hacker, who is still currently unknown, il-
legally obtained the photos through the celebrities’ 
iCloud accounts.
It is illegal to breach into someone’s personal 
information.
Winstead, who is known for 
her role in “Scott Pilgrim vs. the 
World,” used Twitter to tell her 
side of the story.
On Aug. 31, the actress 
tweeted, “To those of you looking 
at photos I took with my husband 
years ago in the privacy of our 
home, hope you feel great about yourselves.”
The human body is a beautiful thing, and like Winstead 
sending nude photos to her husband, there is nothing 
wrong with people taking pictures of it.  
Women sending naked pictures of themselves is more 
frowned upon than men sending naked pictures.
For example, bass player Calum Hood from “5 
Seconds of Summer,” sent a video of himself exposing 
his penis on Snapchat.
He made the choice to send nude footage and 
no one hacked his account.
He later said he was sorry and made a mistake, 
but there was no big deal made.
These female celebrities were treated differently 
despite the fact that they did not play a role in their 
nudes getting leaked.
These women did not have a choice like Hood, 
who chose to send the photos through Snapchat, 
yet the media has focused on them anyway.
When a nude photo is leaked, backlash is imminent, 
especially now with social media.
In high school, I received a text mes-
sage that included a nude. I was sur-
prised by who was in the picture.
I personally knew the girl who had 
taken the nude photo, and I never ex-
pected someting like that from her.
When a nude photo is shared, I don’t 
make a big deal. This is not, and will not be, the last nude 
photo leaked.
The privacy of these celebrities was violated. They put their 
pictures in a safe place, but someone hacked their account, and 
without consent, exposed them.
The scenario is different if the celebrity sends their 
partner a nude selfie.  In that case, the celebrity is risking 
the picture being put on social media and they need to take 
responsibility for those actions.
Everyone is making a big deal about the nude photos being 
leaked instead of acknowleding the hacker who leaked them.
The hacker needs to be brought to justice and face the 
consequences.
The celebrities’ reputations are now viewed differently because 
of these photos and they have the right to defend themselves.
If I were in the shoes of these women, I would be de-
stroyed. I would need to defend my actions and face the 
embarrassment it caused my loved ones.
A single nude photo can change how society views someone.
Even in the 21st century, people act like it’s blasphemy 
to have a naked picture of yourself.
It makes me think that anything I upload online can be 
hacked at anytime and used against me .
If the hacker never exposed these nude pictures online, 
this would not be a problem because no one would know 
about the photos.
These celebrities should not be ashamed or attacked be-
cause it is not their fault. They weren’t sending nude photos 
to everyone for publicity. 
You don’t have to be a celebrity for this to happen. 
 So be careful what you send, what you save and appar-
ently where you save it.
 Janet Garcia is a Spartan Daily staff writer. 
Wrongfully obtained nudes shouldn’t ruin reputations
Follow Janet Garcia 
on Twitter 
@janeto1992
It makes me think that 
anything I upload online 
can be hacked at anytime 
and used against me .
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#SJSUSOCCER
Spartan striker looking to improve and rise to stardom
Terrell Lloyd | SJSU Athletics
Junior forward Rory Knibbs is pressured by a Bronco defender in a game against Santa Clara University on Aug. 23.
Tommy McCormick
@tommymccormick_
Coming off an impressive freshman year, sophomore 
Rory Knibbs is only getting better.
Knibbs, a forward for the San Jose State men’s soccer team, 
grew up in London where he found a passion for soccer at an 
early age.
“Coming from England in general, soccer was the main 
sport,” Knibbs said. “It’s the first sport I played. You play oth-
er sports like people do here, like baseball and things, but it 
was always soccer for me.”
Knibbs moved to London from Manchester when he was 
11 years old and started playing in soccer leagues.
He said since coming to San Jose State, he noticed a differ-
ent style of play — mainly more athletic than London.
That difference did not stop Knibbs during his breakout 
freshman season with the Spartans.
Knibbs finished his freshman year with a team-high eight 
goals and 18 points, including two game-winning goals, ac-
cording to SJSU Athletics.
Simon Tobin, the new head coach for the men’s soccer 
team since January, came from Cal State Bakersfield.
Tobin coached the Roadrunners against the Spartans last 
year and said Knibbs was one of the best freshman he had 
seen on the West Coast.
“He scored goals,” Tobin said. “He could have scored a lot 
more.”
Tobin sent Knibbs to Texas this summer to play for a team 
in the Premiere Development League (PDL), which helped 
Knibbs develop his game before the season.
PDL, while still amateur, is summer leagues for the best 
collegiate soccer players according to Tobin.
Tobin said Knibbs has much more to learn even though he 
could have a very bright future in soccer, not just on the col-
lege level, if he continues to work hard.
Knibbs played 13 games for the PDL and gained valuable 
experience before coming back to San Jose to start his sopho-
more season.
Senior Spartan back-fielder Andrew Kelly said Knibbs has 
improved as a player.
“He had a good summer playing PDL down in Texas,” Kelly 
said.  “He came back and looks a lot more mature; he’s stron-
ger as well.”
Kelly said even though Knibbs is young, he is growing into 
a leader on the field.
“I could definitely see him being a captain, whether it’s his 
junior or senior year,” Kelly said.  “He’s got a lot about him. He 
can be very vocal, but it is something he needs to develop and 
get better at.”
Kelly said Knibbs is focused on and off the field and talks 
about soccer and the team often.
“But away from soccer, he’s very outgoing and energetic,” 
Kelly said.
As his roommate, Kelly sees the fun-loving side of Knibbs 
that many are unable to see on the soccer field.
“He likes a lot of singing and dancing around the house,” 
Kelly said. “He’s very outgoing.”
But Knibbs knows when to be serious, and with the talent 
he has, he needs to continually refine his abilities.
“Technically, I need to improve and just become more 
composed around goal and just relax,” Knibbs said. “When I 
play, I put so much pressure on myself, really a lot of the time, 
so just relax and make sure I finish my chances.”
Last season was just the start for Knibbs, who is looking to 
double his scoring output from his freshman year.
This year’s season opener was a great start when Knibbs 
racked in a hat-trick scoring three goals against the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts.
“I think his goal would be to be in the top couple of goal-
scorers in the league this year,” Tobin said.
Tobin also said the team would like to see Knibbs hit his 
peak when the team enters conference play in a few weeks.
Tommy McCormick is a Spartan Daily Staff writer.
Experience the Gillmor Building!
Mission College’s new advanced 
learning environment. 
MISSIONCOLLEGE.EDU
SJSU  STudents:
Still in need of 
a class or two?
MISSION COLLEGE in Santa Clara offers
Mid-fall short term classes throughout the Fall Semester. 
Many classes are available online.    
For course-to-course articulation information, go to assist.org
You can sign up for classes at missioncollege.edu or stop by 
the Mission College Welcome Center for help with registration.
COMING SOON: 
Winter Session classes start on January 2.
Spring Semester classes start on January 26. 
Mission College is conveniently located, right off the 101 
at 3000 Mission College BLVD., Santa Clara, CA 95054
)XO¿OO\RXU*HQHUDO(GXFDWLRQDQG
Lower Division Major Requirements for only 
$46 PER SEMESTER UNIT! 
